Acute administration of chloral hydrate depletes cardiac enzymes in the rat.
The arterioles of the left cardiac ventricle were analyzed histochemically to determine the effects of an acute administration of chloral hydrate on key enzymes of aerobic and anaerobic metabolism, as well as the hexosemonophosphate shunt in rats. Significant changes were noted in three of the 5 enzymes examined. Our data suggest that nontoxic levels of chloral hydrate can cause impaired coronary metabolism.